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Abstract

Parapsychology, of which extrasensory perzeption (ESP) is a branch, is not
transitory. Since reports of apparently significant ESP performarnces are increas-
ing in number, it becomes tore important to use the most rigorous of experimental
techniques in testing the ESP hypothesis.

Adesignofa scientifically rigorous experimernt in ESP is presented as an ac-
ceptabie model for work in this field. This report covers the design of an objective
test of three modes of ESP, pretest considerations and planning, final testing, and
results obtained using the specially designed testing and recording machine, the
VERITAC. Finally. a statistical analysis of the resuits and a discussion of statisti-
cal considerations are presented.
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Glossary

Parapsychology, like other specialized fields, has its own unique vocabulary
and idiloms. For those unfamiliar with this language. the following glossary has
Leen extracted from Paragsychology, The Frontier Science by J. B. Rhine and J.G.
Pratt.

Agent: Sender in tests for telepathy, the person whose mental states are to be
apprehended by the percipient. In GESP tests, the person who lcoks at the stimulus
object.

Average Score: Average number of hits per run,

Call: The ESP symbol selected by the subject in ¢trying to identify = target.

Lhance Expectation = Mean Chance Expectation: The most likely score if only
chance variation is present.

Clairvoyance: Extrasensory perception of objective events as distinguished
from telepathic perception of the mental state of another peison.

Deviation: The amount an observed number of hits or an average score varies
rom the mean chance expectation or chance avarage. A deviation may be a total
{for a series of runs) or average (p2r run).

Displacement: ESP responses to targets otlier than those for which the calls
were intended.

ESP: (Extrasensory Perception): Awareness of or response to an external
cvent or {nfluenc not apprehended by sensory means.

Extrazhance: Not due to charce alone.

GESP_(General Extrasensory Perceplion): A technique designed to test the
securrence of extrasensory perception, permitting either telepathy or clairvoyance
or both to operate.
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P {Probaiiiity): A mathemat:cal estimate of the expected reiative freguency of

a given event if chance alone were operative.

Parapsvchology: A division of psychology dealing with behavioral or personal
effects that are demonstrably nonphysicai fthat is, which do not fall within the scope
of phvsical principles).

Pl e

Percinient = Subject: The persen who makes the calls in an ESF test.

Precomniticn: Cognition of a future event which could not be known through
rational inference.

Psi: A general term to identiiy personal factors or processes which are non-
physical in nature. It ipproximates the popular use of the word "psychic' and the
technical one 'parapsychiczl.*

Psi Phenomena: Occurrences which result from the operation of psi ... {for
exampie, ESP phenomena).

Run: A group of trials.

Score: The number of hits made in one run.

Total Score: Total of scores made in a given number of runs.

Series: Several runs or experimental sessiong that are grouped in accordance

with 3 stated grinciple.
Session: A unit of an ESP experiment comprising all the trials of one test oc-

casion.

Sigmificance: A numerical result is significant when it ¢quals or surpasses some
criterion of degree of chance improbability. The criterion commoniy used in para-
psychology today is a probability value of . 01 or less.

Subject: The person whe is experimented upon. In ZSF tests, most commonly T g
the percipient {though also the agent in GESP and telepathy).

Target: In clairvoyance or precognition tests the stimulus object; in telepathy,
the mental state of the agent.

Teiepathy: Extrasensory perception of the mental activities of another person.

Trial: In ESP tests, a single attempt to identify a stimulus object.
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